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REPOET. 


“ALL  MEN  ABE  BOB!!  FBEE  AND  EQUAL.” 

American  Declaration  of  Independence,  4th  July,  1776. 

Introduction. — Agents  Employed.— Clergymen  .  4 

Catechists  .  3 

Total . 7 


The  Committed  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Mission  once  more 
lay  before  their  friends  their  Annual  Report,  in  the  hope 
that  the  account  of  the  work  given  in  it,  though  it  may 
contain  nothing  specially  new  or  startling,  may  be  the 
means  of  confirming  their  old  friends  in  their  attachment 
to  the  cause,  and  of  showing  to  some  who  may  not  yet 
have  turned  their  attention  to  it  that  it  is  one  which 
needs  now  more  than  ever  fresh  sympathy  and  support. 

They  begin  with  the  subject  of  Finances. 

The  Income  for  the  past  year  has  been  .  £615  12  0 

The  Expenditure .  550  12  4 

Comparing  tins  with  the  statement  of  .last  year,  it 
appears  that  there  has  been  a  falling  off  in  the  income  to 
the  amount  of  £129  2s.  5 d.  This  was  doubtless  to  be  ex¬ 
pected,  -  owing  to  the  changes  which  have  taken  place,  and 
to  the  loss  of  some  who  took  so  much  interest  in  the  work  ; 
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and  they  feel  that,  all  things  considered,  their  present 
position  affords  much  cause  for  thankfulness. 

But  it  -will  he  seen  that  the  fact  that  they  closed  the 
year  -with  a  balance  in  hand  is  due,  not  to  the  sufficiency 
of  their  income,  but  to  this — that  some  of  their  stations 
have  been  vacant  through  the  year.  There  is  every  reason 
to*believe  that  this  will  now  soon  cease  to  be  the  case,  and 
that  their  resources  will  be -taxed  to  the  utmost.  They 
desire  earnestly,  therefore,  to  plead  the  cause  of  this  Mis¬ 
sion,  and  remind  their  friends  that  old  engagements  have 
to  be  met  and  new  ones  made.  Their  faithful  labourers 
must  be  supported,  and  new  ones  be  encouraged  to  engage 
in  the  work.  They  ask  for  an  increased  amount  of  help, 
that  the  Fugitive  Slave  Mission  may  not  languish. 

They  are  aware  that  an  opinion  prevails  to  some  extent 
that  the  work  now  is  not  needed.  The  Fugitive  Slave 
Law  is  repealed.  .  In  the  strict  sense,  Fugitive  Slaves  from 
America  to  Canada  are  a  thing  of  the  past.  What  want 
is  there  of  a  Mission  to  them  1 

.  That  it  is  so  might  perhaps  be  a  reason  for  changing 
the  name  of  the  Mission ;  it  cannot  be  a  reason  for 
giving  it  up.  True  the  Fugitive  Slaves  are  not  obliged  to 
come  to  Canada  in  order  to  escape  from  bondage.  There 
may  no  longer  be  the  same  romantic  circumstances,  at¬ 
tending  their  arrival,  or  giving  interest  to  their  histories,. 
But  the  stem  fact  remains.  There,  in  Canada,  still  are 
found  the.  settlements  of  these  coloured  people.  Their 
numbers  are  as  large  as  heretofore.  Their  necessities  are 
as  great.  They  still  need  to  be  ministered  to  ;  their  chil¬ 
dren  still  need  to  be  taught.  They  must  not  be  neglected 
nor  passed  by.  They  are  not  able  to  do  more  than  they 
were  to  help  themselves.  Hot  a  reason  can  be  given  for 
the  work  in  past  times  which  does  not  apply  now. 

The  letters  from  the  various  agents  will  present  the 
operations  of  the  Mission  fairly  before  the  readers  of  this 
Report.  Nothing  is  concealed  or  kept  back.  The  Com- 
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mittee  do  not  bring  the  work  before  their  Mends  as  one 
which -is  all  bright  and  promising.  On  the  contrary,  it  is 
important  to  bear  in  mind  that  it  is  hindered  by  diffi¬ 
culties  and  discouragements  of  no  ordinary  character. 
The  old  habits  engendered  in  a  state  of  bondage  ;  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  contempt  in  which  they  have  been  held, 
— in  which,  alas,  they  are  too  often  held  even  now, — these,  , 
things  hare  diminished  self-respect  and  self-reliance— have 
encouraged- Jistlessness  and  apathy  as  to  the  highest  good, 
both  temporal  and  spiritual,  of  themselyes  and  then- 
children.  With  these  difficulties  the  Missionaries  have  to 
contend,  as  well  as  with  those  which  arise  from  the 
peculiar  religious  sympathies  of  the  coloured  people,  and 
from  the  unchristian  spirit  which  separates  race  from  race. 
What  wonder  then  if  at  times  they  write  despondingly, 
and  feel  as  if  they  were  toiling  almost  without  result  1 
But  does  not  all  this  show  how  such  labours  are 
needed  1  how  these  scattered  sheep  need  to  have  a  shep¬ 
herd  among  them  1  Our  agents  are,  it  will  be  seen,  cheered 
by  signs  that  their  labours  are  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord. 
The  Gospel  of  Jesus,  received  with  joy  by  white  and  black 
alike,  and  producing  in  both  the  same  blessed  fruits,  bears 
still  its  powerful  witness  to  the  truth  which  men  so  soon 
ignore  or  forget— rtbat  God  hath  made  of  one  blood  all  the 
nations  of  the  earth.  And  He  it  is  who  hath  determined 
the  bounds  of  their  habitation.  His  providence  has  placed 
these  strangers  in  the  midst  of  our  colonies, — has  made 
them  our  fellow-subjects  :  and  so,  alike  by  discourage¬ 
ment  and  encouragement,  He  calls  on  us  to  persevere  in 
this  labour  of  love.  A  blessing  the  Committee  feel  must 
assuredly  rest  on  work  carried  on  in  that  spirit  of  faith 
and  love  in  which  they  rejoice  to  know  their  agents 
labour.  They  ask  all  their  friends  to  support  them  with 
their  prayers,  that  that  blessing  may  be  more  abundantly 
vouchsafed. 

The  Committee  desire  to  thank  very  heartily  the  col- 


lectors  and  others  who  have  continued  their  services,  and 
helped  them  so  during  the  past  year.  They  are  assured 
that  they  may  still  reckon  on  their  zeal  and  active  labours. 

They  cannot  Conclude  without  mentioning  a  serious  loss 
which  the  Mission  has  sustained.  Last  year  they  had  to 
record  the  departure  of  Mrs.  Thomas,  who,  as  their  inde¬ 
fatigable  Secretary,  had  done  so  much  for  them.  They 
have  this  year  to  express  their  heartfelt  sympathy  with 
one  who  was  her  colleague,  in  a  sad  bereavement  which 
she  has  suffered.  This  will,  they  fear,  cause  her  removal 
from  the  sphere -in  which  she  has  rendered  them  such 
willing  service  in  past  years.  That,  wherever  she  is,  she 
will  continue  to  -feel  the  deepest  interest  in  the  cause  for 
which  she  has  worked  so  heartily,  they  are  well  assured. 


I.  Diocese  of  Huron. 

The  Committee  are  thankful  to  be  able  to  place  before 
their  friends  the  following  letter  from  the  Bishop  of 
Huron,  in  which  he  bears  fresh  testimony  to  the  zeal,  and 
faithfulness  of  the  Missionaries.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  . 
letter  the  Bishop  refers  to  a  subject  to  which  the  attention 
of  the  Committee  has  been  much  directed  during  the  past 
year  :  the  possibility  of  strengthening  by  the  assistance  of 
Lay  Agents,  the  hands  of  those  whose  unaided  efforts,  are 
insufficient  to  carry  on  the  work  as  they  would  wish  in 
their  extensive--  districts.  The  Committee  have  felt 
obliged  at  present  to  refrain  from  promising  help.  Glad 
would  they  be  if  a  prospect  of  increased,  support  at  home 
encouraged  them  to  thus  enlarge:  their  ,  sphere  .of.  operation.: 

“The  Missionaries  to  the  Fugitive  Slaves  continue  to  labour 
faithfully  as  ever  amongst  this  people.  Mr.  Hughes,  at  Dresden, 
is  cheered  by  evidences  of  a  blessing  upon  his  work.  He  is  now- 
engaged  in  erecting  a  church,  which  I  hope  he  may  be  able  to 
finish  this  year.  He  also  extends  his  labours  to  the  white  popula- 
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tion  of  the  neighbourhood,  amongst  whom  he  has  had  much 
success.  His  Reports  are  deeply  interesting. 

“Mr.  Hurst  is  placed  in  a  most  important  position,  which,  I 
am  thankful  to  say,  he  fills  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  his 
numerous  congregations.  His  church  at  Windsor  is  now  too  small, 
and  he  is  desirous  to  enlarge  it ;  and  his  labours  are  so  great  that 
he  stands  in  much  need  of  an  assistant.  There  is  great  difficulty 
in  this  country  of  obtaining  lay  agents  fit  to  act  as  Catechists. 
Whenever,  by  God’s  blessing  upon  the  Word,  the  heart  of  a  young 
man  is  turned  to  the  Saviour,  he  naturally  looks  to  the  ministry, 
and  his  great:  object  is  to  fit  himself  for  it.  The  only  way  in 
which  lay  agency  can  be  obtained  here  is  by  employing  young 
men  thus  circumstanced  for  a  time,  whilethey  prepare  themselves 
for  the  ministry.  This  is  done  extensively  in  the  States,  where 
young  men  are  employed  during  vacations  in  their  colleges  in  the 
work  of  Catechists,  Scripture-readers,  and  sellers  of  religious 
books.  In  this  way  the  Lord’s  work  is  done,  and  young  and 
faithful  men  are  assisted  in  their  laudable  efforts  to  qualify  them¬ 
selves  for  the  ministry.  Huron  College  would  at  the  present 
time  furnish  several  young  men  thus  circumstanced,  and  I  am 
deeply  thankful  to  be  able  to  say  that  the  students  of  that  insti¬ 
tution  are  young  men  who  have  given  evidence  that  they  are 
taught  of  God,  and  that  it  is  their  earnest  desire  to  spend  and  be 
spent  in  His  service.” 


LONDON. — Mr.  Team  is  no  longer  an  agent  of  the 
Society,  and  an  arrangement  has  been  made  by  the  Cor¬ 
responding  Committee  by  which  it  is  hoped  the  duties  of 
Catechist  among  the  Fugitive  Coloured  people  will  be 
efficiently  discharged  under  the  careful  superintendence  of 
Archdeacon  Hellmuth,  as  Principal  of  Huron  College. 
-Two  students  of  the  College  have  been  selected  by  the 
Bishop  to  visit  the  homes  of  the  Fugitives  ;  to  read  and 
pray  with  them,  and  to  speak  the  word  in  season.  They 
have  just  entered  on  their  work.  It  is  too  soon  yet  to  speak 
of  results,  hut  the  Committee  look  hopefully  forward  to 
this  new  agency  as  one  which,  with  God’s  blessipg,  will 
conduce  to  the  increased  efficiency  of  their  Mission  in,  this, 
important  place. 


DRESDEN. — 'Rev.  T.  Hughes’s  letter  will,  as  usual, 
be  found  to  give  an  interesting  acco.ij^it.bf  the  difficulties, 
and;  encouragements  he  meets  with  in  Ms' work.  •'  He  still 
a  3 


10, 


lias  to  plead,  it  will  be  seen,  for  tbe  church  at  Dresden, 
the  building  of  which  has  so  long  been  the  object  of  his 
desire.  The  Committee  once  more  commend  his  earnest 
appeal  to  the  attention  of  their  friends. 


“  Oct.  1. — In  again  forwarding  a  Report  of  the  state  of  this 
Mission  it  is  with  heartfelt  gratitude  that  I  have  to  record  that 
my  three  Sunday  services  (two  coloured  and  one  white),  and  my 
Wednesday  evening  service  (coloured),  continue  to  he  well  at¬ 
tended.  The  Committee  will  he  also  rejoiced  to  hear  that  my 
labours  among  the  white  settlers  of  the  small  village  of  Dawn  Mills 
have  been  so  far  blessed  as  to  cause  them  to  feel  their  need  of  build¬ 
ing  a  house  wherein  to  worship  God.  Some  of  theleading  members 
of  this  congregation  have  been  strenuously  exerting  themselves  ■ 
during  the  past  few  months  in  raising  funds  for  this  purpose. 
They  have  already  more  than  eight  hundred  dollars  subscribed, 
have  commenced  making  the  brick,  and,  I  have  no  doubt,  as  all 
the  hauling  of  the  materials  and  other  things  that  will  save  ex¬ 
pense  will  be  done  among  themselves,  that  in  the  course  of  next 
summer  a  neat  little  edifice  will  be  erected.  I  have  in  my  previous 
communications  spoken  of  the  low  moral  and  religious  tone  which 
too  generally  prevails  among  the  white  settlers  in  this  neighbour-  ■ 
hood  ;  but  the  readiness  most  of  them  have  shown  to  contribute 
towards  this  work,  and  the  marks  of  seriousness  recently  mani¬ 
fested  by  several  of  the  younger  members  of  the  congregation, 
have  encouraged  me  to  hope  that  there  is  at  least  a  ‘  shaking 
among  the  dry  bones.’  Oh  that  the  Lord  would  pom-  out  His 
Spirit  upon  these  people,  so  that  not  only  a  material  building  may 
be  erected,  but  that  many  living  stones  may  be  added  to  that 
spiritual  temple  of  which  Jesus  is  the  chief  corner-stone.  While 
speaking  of  the  prospect  of  the  erection  of  a  church  at  Dawn  Mills, 

I  cannot  refrain  from  again  pleading  for  funds  to  build  one  for 
the  accommodation  of  my  poor  coloured  congregation  at  Dresden. 

I  cannot  add  anything  to  the  appeals  I  have  already  made,  but 
most  earnestly  do  I  pray  that,  through  God’s  blessing,  they  may 
prove  successful.  It  is  impossible,  even  for  those  who  take  the 
deepest  interest  in  this  Mission  at  home,  fully  to  comprehend 
what  a  disheartening  and  difficult  work  this  is,  and  how  hard  it  . 
is  to  obtain  anything  like  a  permanent  hold  upon  coloured  people. 
God  has  condescended  in  some  degree  to  bless  your  Missionary’s 
efforts  in  this  place.  A  small  congregation  has  been  gathered, 
and  the  want  of  a  humble  church  now  blocks  the  way  of  further 
progress.  Oh  will  not  British  Christians,  upon  whom  a  gracious 
God  has  showered  such  abundant  blessings,  both  spiritual  and 
temporal,  supply  this  want !  ” 


LOSS  or  A  FRIEND. 

“  Death  has  again  made  an  inroad  into  my  little  flock.  This 
time  he  has  smitten  down  with  awful  suddenness  a  most  attached 
member  of  my  congregation  and  a  communicant.  Mrs.  H — — 
retired  to  rest,  on  the  night  previous  to  her  death,  apparently  in 
her  usual  state  of  health.  In  the  morning  when  she  awoke  she 
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complained  of  a  violent  pain  in  tlie  head ;  the  symptoms  soon 
became  alarming ;  a  medical  man  was  sent  for,  but  human  aid 
was  of  no  avail,  the  messenger  of  death  rapidly  executed  his  com¬ 
mission,  for  she  expired  after  about  three  hours’  intense  suffering. 
In  the  removal  of  Mrs.  H— —  the  Mission  here  has  sustained  a 
heavy  loss,  and  I  and  my  family  have  lost  a  valued  friend.  Her 
husband  being  churchwarden,  she  used  to  see  that  proper  pro¬ 
vision  Was  made  for  the  due  performance  of  the  service  and  the 
celebration  of  the  Lord’s  Supper— duties  in  which  she  took  the 
greatest  delight.  She  was  a  person  of  superior  mind,  had  had 
much  experience  in  the  world,  was  looked  up  to  by  all  the 
coloured  people  in  this  settlement,  and  much  respected  by  the 
white  inhabitants.  Above  all,  she  was,  I  believe,  a  true  disciple 
of  Christ,  and  one  whom,  though  she  belonged  to  a  people  de¬ 
spised  and  cruelly  treated  in  this  World,  He  will  not  be  ashamed 
to  own  at  the  day  of  His  appearing  before  an  assembled  universe. 

I  preached  her  funeral  sermon  from  the  words,  ‘  As  for  man,  his 
days  are  as  grass  :  as  a  flower  of  the  field,  so  he  flourisheth.  For 
the  wind  passeth  over  it,  and  it  is  gone;  and  the  place  thereof 
shall  know  it  no  more.’  (Ps.  ciii.  15,  16.)  The  Coloured  Baptist  «f 
Church  was  kindly  placed  at  our  disposal,  as  our  own  little  room 
would  not  have  accommodated  more  than  a  fraction  of  the  people 
that  assembled  on  the  melancholy  occasion.” 

DIFFICULTIES  IN  THE  WAY  OF  EDUCATION, — IMPOBTANCE 
OF  THE  MISSION  SCHOOL. 

“As  I  intimated  in  my  last  letter  the  attendance  of  children 
at  the  school  has  not  been  so  great  since  a  small  fee  has  been 
required  to  be  paid  to  meet  the  contingent  expenses  of  rent, 
firing,  &c.  The  fugitives  will  not  contribute  anything,  even 
towards  providing  an  education  for  their  children,  although  it  is 
a  matter  about  which  they  profess  to  be  so  anxious.  This  is, 
perhaps,  the  worst  feature  in  their  character.  It  is  true  they  are 
able  to  do  but  little,  but  that  little  they  cannot  be  got  to  do. 
The  mass  of  them  are  very  poor,  but  then  the  truth  must  be  told; 
their  poverty  is  vastly  increased,  if  not  mainly  owing  to  their 
own  improvidence.  Throughout  the  whole  of  this  locality,  thickly 
settled  as  it  is  for  miles  around  with  a  coloured  population,  and 
containing  at  least  from  two  to  three  hundred  children  who 
ought  to  be  at  school,  our  Mission  School  is  at  the  present  time 
the  only  one  open.  All  the  coloured  common  schools  have  been 
closed  for  some  time  past.  The  determination  of  the  vast  majority 
of  the  coloured  people  appears  to  be  that  if  they  cannot  send 
their  children  to  the  white  common  schools,  they  -would  prefer 
being  without  schools  altogether  rather  than  establish  separate 
schools  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Common  School 
Act.  And  as  there  is  not  the  slightest  probability  of  the  white 
schools  being  opened  to  them  in  this  section  of  Canada,  a  very 
large  proportion  of  the  coloured  children  are  likely  to  grow  up 
without  any  education  at  all.  There  is  constant  litigation  going 
on  with  regard  to  the  right  of  coloured  persons  to  send  their 
children  to  the  ordinary  common  schools,  and  conflicting  legal 
opinions  have  been  obtained  ;  but  the  only  results  so  far  have  been 
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embittered  feelings  and  deepened  prejudices.  This  is  a  state  of 
things  greatly  to  be  deplored ;  but  there  does  not  appear  te  ^ 
any  help  for  it  unless  the  coloured  peo-'-  -1— 
consent  to  establish  separate  schools.” 


people  should  give  way  and  - 


“Since  the  breaking  out  of  the  terrible  war  between  the 
Northern  and  Southern  States,  and  which  is  still  raging  with 
unabated  fury  and  tenfold  increased  animosity  and  hatred,  but 
few  fugitives  from  slavery  have  found  their  way  to  Canada:  The 

able-bodied  ‘contrabands’  go  to  swell  the  ranks  of  the  coloured 
regiments,  and  their  strong  arms  are  at  once  turned  against  their 
former  masters  and  oppressors  ;  and  the  Federal  Government  has 
found  it  necessary  to  make  some  temporal  provision  for  the  large 
and  increasing  number  of  slaves  which  are  not  available  for  Such 
a  purpose  that  the  fortunes  of  war  are  continually  placmg  m  their 
hands.  But  while  the  fugitive  from  bondage  no  longer  finds  it 
necessary  to  seek  Canada  as  an  asylum,  the  coloured  population 
of  the  province  has  received  considerable  accession  during  the 
past  few  months  owing  to  the  riots  that  have  disgraced  Detroit, 
New  York,  and  other  places  in  the  Northern  States.  It  is  a 
fallacy  to  suppose  that  the  President’s  proclamation  of  freedom 
and  the  employment  of  negro  troops  are  any  indications  of  an 
improved  state  of  feeling  in  the  Free  States  with  regard  to  the 
coloured  people.  These  are  professedly  war  measures,  and  nothing 
more.  So  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge  from  what  I  see  around  me, 
prejudice  seems  to  be  on  the  increase  rather  than  otherwise  It 
would  appear  that  slavery  is  doomed  ;  but  whether  a  brighter 
day  is  dawning  for  the  African  race  on  this  Continent  it  is 
impossible  to  foresee.  .  '■,>  -v’ 

gj  The  future  rests  with  Him  who  can  bring  good  out  or  -evil, 
and  make  even  the  wrath  of  man  to  praise  Him.  One  thing, 
however,  is  clear,  there  never  was  a  time  when  these  down¬ 
trodden  people  stood  more  in  need  of  the  sympathies,  the  yraycrs, 
and  the  active  exertions  of  tlieir  friends  than  the  present. 


mxLOW- 

“  Qne  of  my  communicants,  a  truly  pious  young  man, 
frequently  amuses  himself  1  in  writing  snatches  of  poetry.  I 
enclose  you  one  or  two  specimens,,  in .  his  own  handwriting,  and 
iust  as  he  has  brought  them  to  me.  With  the  sentiments  ex¬ 
pressed  I  am  sure  you  will  be  gratified.  ,  He  possesses  a  fine  ear 
for  music,  is  the  leader  of  our  choir,  and  I  have  engaged  him  to 
<rive  my  own  children  lessons  in  singing.  What  he  knows  he  lias 
taught  himself,  as  he  never  had  any  advantages  of  education. 

Mu.  H - is  a  man  in  whose  sterling  character  and  genuine  piety 

I  have  the  greatest  confidence ;  indeed,  I  cannot  speak  of  him  too 
highly.  He  has  a  great  thirst  for  knowledge,  especially  religious 
knowledge  ;  and  has  commenced,  under  my  direction,  a  regular 
course  of  Biblical  reading. 

‘‘I  suppose  the  Bishop  of  Goulhurn  and  Mrs.  Thomas  are  now 
on  their  way  to  their  distant  and  important  sphere  of  labour.  1 
shall  miss  Mrs.  Thomas’s  kind  Christian  letters  much.  They 
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always  cheered  me.  Oh,  may  God’s  rich  blessing  rest  upon  them 
both,  and  make  them  efficient-instruments  in  His  hands  in  build- 
,  ing  up  the  Church  of  the  Redeemer  in  a  far  off  colony  ! 

“■The  boxes  of  clothing  arrived  safely ;  and  to  those  kind  and 
considerate  friends  who  have  contributed  the  numerous  useful 
articles  which  they  contained  I  return  my  most  grateful  thanks. 
For  the  little  books  for  presents  for  the  school  children,  and  the 
hymn-books  and  tracts,  I  am  especially  thankful.  The  Penny 
Hymn  Books  were  just  the  thing  I  wanted  for  the  use  of  the 
people  who  attend  my  Sunday  evening  service  on  the  11th  in 
.•Chatham  Township.” 

A  LATER  REPORT. 

“  March  21. — Since  I  last  wrote,  so  far  as  my  coloured  congre¬ 
gation  at  Dresden  is  concerned,  nothing  has  occurred  that  needs 
particular  mention.  The  consistent  walk,  the  truly  Christian  de¬ 
portment,  of  my  communicants  in  the  midst  of  much  to  try  and 
harass  them,  is  the  bright  ray  of  heavenly  sunshine  that 
cheers  my  path  of  trying  duty.  Perhaps,  during  the  past  winter, 
the  attendance  has  not  been  quite  so  good  as  usual ;  but  this  has 
been  owing  to  the  very  unfavourable  state  of  the  weather  we  have 
had.  With  scarcely  any  snow,  and  bad  roads  all-  the  winter 
through,  those  members  of  the  congregation  living  at  a  distance 
have  not  been  so  regular  as  otherwise  they  wodld  have  been.  The 
Sunday  evening  service  in  the  1  back  settlement  ’  continues  also 
to  be  well  attended, — that  is,  when  nothing  exciting  is  going 
on  elsewhere.  I  conduct  the  service  here  in  a  very  simple 
manner,  and  endeavour  to  set  the  precious  truths  of  the  Gospel 
before  these  neglected  people,  who  are  nearly  all  fugitives,  in  the 
plainest  possible  terms.  They  are  very  attentive;  and,  though 
nature  has  clothed  these  poor  outcasts  with  dark  skins,  and  igno¬ 
rance  has  thrown,  a  still  gloomier  mantle  over  their  minds, 
we  believe  there  are  some  amongst  them,  in  spite  of  every 
disadvantage,  whom  the  Almighty  Spirit  has  enlightened  with  the 
beams  of  His  truth,  and  enabled  them  to  lav  hold  by  faith  on  the 
Saviour,  and  to  enjoy  the  hopes  and  consolations  of  the  Gospel. 

I  have  Often  wished  that  some  of  our  friends  at  home  could 
he  present  at  one  Of  these  meetings.  They  would  see  at  a  glance, 

I  think,  what  a  vast  deal  has  yet  to  be  done  before  even  tbe 
emancipated  negro  will  be  able  to  break  through  those  formidable 
barriers  that  stand  in  the  way  of  their  social  advancement.  The 
room  still  remains  in  the  same  wretched  and  dilapidated  condition 
in  which  I  formerly  described  it.  I  have  frequently  endeavoured 
to  stir  them  up  to  repair  it,  telling  them  what  a  reflection  it  is  to 
them  :  but,  while  they  readily  enough  admit  this,  there  does  not 
appear  to  be  sufficient  union  and  public  spirit  amongst  them  to  do 
the  work.” 


“  I  mentioned  in  one  of  my  former 
tion  at  the  white  settlement  of  Dawn 
the  means  to  build  a  small  church, 
that  there  is  now  every  probability 
have  subscribed  among  themselves  b 


reports  that  the  congrega- 
.  Mills  were  striving  to  raise 
You  will  he  pleased  to  hear 
of  then-  succeeding.  They 
etWeen  700  and  800  dollars. 
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to  be  paid  in  two  quarterly  instalments,  and  have  further 
engaged  to  do  all  the  team  work  necessary  to  place  the  building 
materials  on  the  ground.  The  zeal  with  which  the  people  at  this 
settlement  have  entered  upon  this  work  has  greatly  encouraged 
me.  I  regard  it  as  an  evidence  that  the  ministrations  of  the 
Gospel  among  them  have  not  been  altogether  in  vain.  Oh 
that  not  only  a  material  building  may  be  erected,  but  that  many 
lively  stones  may  be  added,  through  your  unworthy  missionary’s 
instrumentality,  to  Christ’s  spiritual  temple  !  I  pray  that  God’s 
blessing  may  rest  more  and  more  upon  the  Society  m  all  its  varied 
and  important  fields  of  operation,  and  that  the  number  of  its 
friends  and  supporters  may  be  increased,  so  that  the  sphere  of  its 
usefulness  may  be  still  farther  extended.” 

Mr.  Hughes’s  letter  will  have  already  reminded  our 
friends  of  the  difficulties  which  exist  in  the  way  of  the 
work  of  education  among  the  Fugitives,  owing  to  the 
strong  feeling  which  exists  against  black  and  white 
attending  the  same  school,  i  This  makes  the  work  of  the 
Mission  School  specially  important.  This  is  in  charge  of 
^  Mr.  H.  S.  Hughes,  who  reports  as  follows 

“  I  beg  to  forward  a  report,  of  the  progress  of  the  school  during 
the  past  quarter.  The  attendance  has  not  been  quite  so  good  as 
it  was  during  the  winter,  as  a  great  number  of  the  children  have 
been  kept  at  home  to  assist  their  parents  in  their  farm  work.  The 
attainments  of  some  of  the  children  in  history,  geography, 
grammar,  &c.,  are  very  fair.  A  few  of  them  have  made  consider- 
able  progress  in  the  higher  branches  of  arithmetic,  and  the 
writing  is  generally  good.  Above  all,  the  good  seed  of  the  Word 
of  Life  is  sown  amongst  them  ;  and  their  knowledge  of  Scripture 
doctrines  and  history,  though  not  what  could  be  desired,  is  still 
creditable.  A  few  take  a  pleasing  interest  in  the  Scripture 
lessons,  and  one  nice  boy,  a  youth  of  fifteen,  seems  to  have  very 
serious  impressions.  Having  never  been  baptized,  be  has  applied 
to  my  father  for  baptism,  and  is  undergoing  a  course  of  prepara¬ 
tory  instruction.  His  is  a  very  hopeful  and  encouraging  case, 
and  I  trust  that  he  will  show  by  a  consistent  life  that  a  real  work 
of  grace  has  been  begun  within  him.  The  irregularity  of  the 
attendance  of  the  children,  arising  mainly  from  the  carelessness  of 
the  parents,  is  the  great  obstacle  we  have  to  contend  with. 


HISTORY  OF  A  FUGITIVE. 

“For  the  last  nine  months  there  has  been  attending  school  a 
young  man  of  whom  I  must  give  you  a  short  account.  He  is  a 
fugitive  from  Kentucky,  and  has  been  in  Canada  between  four  and 
five  years.  He  told  me  his  master  treated  him  kindly,  and  he 
would  never  have  come  away  if  his  master  had  not  sold  him.  He 
and  his  brother-in-law,  who  escaped  with  him,  used  to  manage 
their  master’s  farm,  and,  coming  to  the  house  one  evening  from 


15 


work,  they  discovered  their  master  in  conversation  with  several 
strangers.  There  was  a  door  on  each  side  of  the  room,  and,  sus¬ 
pecting  what  was  the  matter,  they  made  their  escape,  one  through 
each  door.  This  young  man  wandered  about  the  whole  night, 
and  next  morning  found  himself  in  eight  of  his  master’s  house, 
having  missed  his  way,  and  in  his  confusion  lost  himself  in  the 
bush.  He  remained  in  luding  all  day,  and  at  night  started  again, 
and  arrived  towards  morning  at  the  house  of  a  friend  about 
eighteen  miles  distant,  where  he  had  agreed  to  meet  his  fellow 
fugitive.  There  he  obtained  some  clothes  and  a  little  money, 
and  towards  evening  they  started  together,  but  had  not  proceeded 
very  f^r  when  they  heard  some  men  behind  them  on  horseback, 
whom  they  knew  from  their  movements  to  be  in  pursuit  of  them. 
They  got  over  a  fence  into  a  field  of  tall  grass,  and  lay  down  a 
short  distance  from  the  fence.  The  men  who  had  seen  them 
jump  over  the  fence  came  up,  and  dismounting,  got  into  the  field 
to  look  for  them,  and  one  fired  off  a  gun.  They  both  expected  to 
be  discovered  and  taken  back  ;  but  fortunately  the  men  did  not 
think  of  looking  so  close  to  the  fence,  and  so  missed  them.  After 
remaining  a  short  time  they  resumed  their  journey,  and,  as  this 
little  incident  had.  taught  them  the  necessity  of  exercising  great 
caution,  they  proceeded  warily,  travelling  by  night  and  hiding  by 
day,  and  eventually  arrived  safely  in  Canada  at  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  winter.  They  immediately  obtained  work  at  chopping 
cord  wood,  which  is  the  chief  employment  of  the  people  around 
here  during'  the  winter  months.  They  have,  by  industry  and 
perseverance,  accumulated  a  considerable  sum  of  money,  with 
which  they  intend  to  purchase  a  piece  of  land.  For  the  time  the 
young  man  has  been  attending  school  he  has  made  considerable 
progress.  When  he  first  came  he  could  not  read,  and,  of  course, 
was  not  able  to  write.  He  now  reads  pretty  well,  and  his  writing 
is  very  goodindeed,  and  he  has  advanced  as  far  as  compound  mul¬ 
tiplication  in  arithmetic.  •  He  appears  very  thankful  for  what  has 
been  done  for  him,  and  I  have  had  great  pleasure  in  in¬ 
structing  him. 

“  Hoping  that  the  blessing  of  God  will  accompany  the  efforts 
of  your  agents,,  and  that  the  seed  which  they  sow  may  be  found 
after  many  days,”  &c.,  & c. 


WINDSOR. — Mr.  Hurst’s  letters  give  a  very  full  and 
clear  account  of  the  nature  of  the  sphere  he  occupies,  and 
•the  work  in  which  he  is  engaged.  ,  They  show  how 
thankful  he  would  he  for  additional  help  : — 


“  J<m.  5. — A  sight  which  I  beheld  to-day  caused  me  to  think 
of  you,  and  wonder  what  my  English  friends  woiddfeel,  had  they 
been  present.  Standing  in  a  hardware  store  in  Detroit,  just 
across  the  river  from  Windsor,  my  attention  was  attracted  by  the 
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sound  of  military  music,  "which,  I  soon  discovered,  proceeded 
from  a  negro  hand,  at  the  head  of  a  negro  regiment,  which  has 
been  raised  in  Detroit.  What  hath  God  -wrought !  A  year  ago, 
public  feeling  against  the  negro  ran  so  high  in  Detroit,  that  their 
houses  were  burned  by  the  populace  in  the  open  day;  and.  now- 
some  of  the  sufferers  are,  I  am  informed,  in  the  very  regiment 
that  I  saw.  The  Lord  will  avenge— nay,  is  avenging— the  cause 
'of  the  oppressed  negro.  A  few  years  ago,  these  sable  men  fled 
from  slavery,  followed  by  hired  hunters,  and  tracked  by  blood¬ 
hounds,  and  now  they  go  in  concert  to  break  the  chains  of  those 
who  are  yet  enslaved.” 

PKEAGHING  TO  THE  COLOURED  PEOPLE. 

“  My  work  amongst  them  remains  about  the  same.  They  claim 
-  to  number  800  in  Windsor,  and  I  think  must  be  about  so  many. 

X  preach  to  good  and  attentive  congregations  of  them,  who  seem 
to  drink  in  the  Word  as  Gospel  indeed.  A  man  who  sat _  near  to 
the  pulpit,  and  a  stranger  to  me,  seemed  quite  excited  while  I  was 
setting  forth  the  sufferings  of  Christ  for  sinners,  and  shoving  how 
it  proved  the  love  of  God.  He  clapped  his  hands,  and,  looking 
around,  said,  1  Didn’t  ye  hear  dat  V  Other  signs  of  emotion  con¬ 
tinued  through  the  sermon.” 

SCHOOL  WOBK. 

“  I  often  wish  the  Society  had  more  to  do  with  the  education 
of  the  coloured  children  here.  I  think  it  might  he  managed  so  as 
to  cost  but  little,  and  thus  keep  them  more  under  the  same  kind 
of  influence  and  teaching,  also  keeping  a  Sunday-school  in  good 
working  order.  To  such  a  school  persons  of  all  ages  would  come, 
and  much  good  be  done.  But  nothing  can  be  done  without  con¬ 
stant  supervision,  which  is  more  than  I  can  give,  having  to  preach 
three  times  nearly  every  Sunday.  We  are,  thank  God,  in  pretty 
good  health  ;  and, "though  far  from  home  and  friends,  upon  the 
whole,  happy,  hoping  and  believing  that  the  Lord  will  bless  our 
labours.  ” 

GENERAL  VIEW  OE  THE  MISSION. 

“  Jan.  19. — I  know  that  everything  is  needed  to  encourage  the 
friends  of  the  Mission,  and  hope  that  no  tardiness  of  mine  will 
hinder  the  good  work.  My  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  coloured 
people  does  not  decrease,  and  I  trust  never  will,  but  I  am  cer¬ 
tainly  unable  to  satisfy  myself  with  the  amount  of  progress.  It 
is  not  a  Mission  that  needs  to  be  despaired  of,  and  I  do  not  see 
any  difficulty  arising  from  the  same  clergyman  ministering  to 
both.  Some  at  one  time  believed  this  to  be  impracticable,  and 
even  now  the  error  is  not  entirely  removed  ;  but  I  have  tried  it 
five  years,  and  am  quite  satisfied  that,  although  feeling  runs  high 
between  colours,  the  same  white  person  can,  by  the  exercise  of 
prudence,  and  by  quietly  labouring  away,  discharge  his  duty  to 
both  colours  without  much  prejudice  from  either.  Through  the 
whole  of  this  parish  the  houses  of  the  coloured  are  mixed  up 
with  those  of  the  whites  ;  they  all  come  under  my  parochial 
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supervision.  I  find  no  difficulty  in  this  ;  and,  indeed,  I  have  evi¬ 
dence  that  God  has  blessed  this  general  parochial  visiting.-  My 
difficulties  arise  from  inability  to  give  sufficient  time  to  preaching 
and  educational  matters.  Both  are  far  short  of  what  they  ought 
to  be.  This  is,  I  assure  you,  a  trial  and  grief  to  me.  I  wish  to 
see  the  whole  field  before  me  systematically  worked,  and  at  pre- 
i  sent  there  is  no  prospect  even  of  an  approach  to  that.  The  whites 
belonging  to  the  Church  of  England  are  rapidly  increasing ;  my 
church  will  not  hold  more  than  a  third  of  them,  and  the  coloured 
people  claim  to  be  800  in  the  town,  besides  a  large  number 
scattered  through  the  whole  parish,  which  contains  an  area  of 
eighty  square  miles.  The  feeling  between  the  two  races  renders 
it  necessary  that  separate  services  be  held  for  each,  which,  as  you 
will  readily  see,  requires  double  time  and  strength.  In  this,  how¬ 
ever,  my  conscience  does  not  much  accuse  me;  for  I  try  to  per¬ 
form  my  weekly  parochial  duties,  and  nearly  always  preach  three 
times  on  Sunday.  The  attendance  is  always  good  when  I  preach 
to  them  ;  indeed,  they  seem  to  sink  all  denominational  differ¬ 
ences,  and  rejoice  together  in  a  free  and  full  salvation  through 
Jesus  Christ.  It  is  sometimes  irksome,  but  generally  delightful, 
to  labour  among  them  ;  some  are  spiritually-minded  people,  with 
whom  it  is  pleasant  to  converse,  but  others  are  deplorably 
ignorant,  and  worse  than  ignorant.  It  grieves  me  to  see  so  much 
ignorance  and  sin,  and  be  unable  to  reach  it.  I  know  the  funds 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Society  are  too  limited  to  supply  the 
required  number  of  agents  ;  but  still,  to  ensure  success,  we  must 
be  able  to  put  forth  constant  and  systematic  efforts.  Oh,  that  the 
friends  of  Missions  would  contribute  more  freely,  and  thus  come 
‘  to  the  help  of  the  Lord  against  the  mighty  !  ’  I  do  not  think 
we  want  more  clergymen  at  present.  A  clergyman  for  each  race 
in  the  same  parish  will  not  work ;  we  want  catechists  of  tact, 
sound  doctrine,  and  deep  piety,  to  keep  Sunday-School  and  service 
going  on  in  the  clergyman’s  absence,  and  assist  in  country  services 
in  coloured  settlements,  hfo  people  have  more  heart  for  missionary 
enterprise  than  the  English  ;  and  they  have  the  money  also,  but 
it  would  be  well  to  see  a  little  more  of  it  flowing  into  this  one 
channel.  ” 


A  SAD  STORY. 

“  I  have  seen  from  the  English  papers  that  the  winter  is 
unusually  mild,  and  that  even  the  flowers  were  blooming  abun¬ 
dantly  about  Christmas.  The  very  reverse  is  true  of  us ;  our 
winter  is  unusually  severe.  During  the  first  three  days  of  this 
year,  the  wind  blew  almost  a  gale,  with  the  thermometer  18°  and 
20°  below  zero.  You  may  imagine  how  those  who  were  unpre¬ 
pared  for  it  suffered.  Many  persons  have  been  frozen  to  death  in 
the  streets,  or  while  driving  their  teams.  In  my  last  I  mentioned 
a  coloured  family  having  perished  by  fire  and  frost.  At  the  time 
I  wrote,  the  particulars  had  not  been  correctly  reported,  but  now 
it  appears  that  the  mother  and  two  little  ones  perished  by  fire  ; 
two  others,  a  little  older,  got  out  of  the  burning  house,  but  were 
frozen  on  the  premises ;  and  the  eldest,  a  girl,  in  attempting  to 
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escape  to  a  neighbour’s  bouse,  was  overtaken  by  the  frost,  and 
perished.  When  found,  she  was  entirely  naked.  We  need  not 
be  surprised  at  this  when  horses  were  frozen  to  death  in  the 
stable.”  ..  .  r 

TOKENS  Of  A  BLESSING. 

“March  23. — lam  holding  a  weekly  service  for  the  coloured 
people,  which,  I  may  say,  is  attended  according  to  circumstances. 
This  winter  it  has  been  unusually  fluctuating.  At  times  the 
weather  has  been  very  severe ;  and,  again,  epidemic  diseases,  such 
as  small-pox,  scarlet  fever,  and  measles,  have  prevailed,  and 
seriously  affected  all  our  services.  ;  Attendance  has  varied  from 
25  to  150.  Such  hindrances  are  beyond  my  control,  and  there¬ 
fore  I  desire  and  endeavour  to  do  what  God  enables  and  permits 
me  to  do.  The  interest  which  these  people  take  in  the  preaching 
of  the  Gospel  has  not  abated,  and  I  feel  sure  the  blessing  of  God 
does  in  a  measure  go  with  the  Word.  It  is  delightful  to  preach 
the  Gospel  to  those  who  relish  it,  and  it  is  not  less  needful  to 
those  who  know  not  the  joyful  sound. 

“We  have  amongst  us  some  who  are  inquiring  the  way  heaven¬ 
ward,  and  some  who  are  evidently  on  the  way.  This  very  day, 
while  passing  along  the  street,  a  coloured  man  from  the  country 
stopped  his  cart,  and,  in  the  plainest  and  most  childlike  manner, 
asked  me  some  questions  as  to  the  right  way  of  approaching  the 
throne  of  grace.  A  person  so  inquiring  will  be  sure  to  find.  I 
have  always  felt  real  pleasure  in  preaching  to,  the  coloured 
people,  and  I  am  persuaded  they  know  this,  and  accordingly 
speak  to  me  of  spiritual  matters  with  the  utmost  freedom.  In¬ 
deed,  it  is  sometimes  refreshing  and  also  reproving  to  _  myself  to 
sit  and  listen  to  the  simple  and  broken  account  of  their  faith  in 
Christ.  But,  in  a  border  town  like  this,  we  have  abundance  of 
those  who  are  almost  as  low  as  human  beings  can  be.  Such 
corrupt  many  others,  and,  it  is  to  be  feared,  draw  them  into  sins 
of  a  most  revolting  kind.  Many  have  gone  over  to  the  States  and 
enlisted,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  large  bounty ;  and  have 
then,  at  the  first  opportunity,  returned  with  their  ill-gotten  gains 
to  spend  it  as  wickedly  as  it  was  obtained.  Perhaps  we  have  here 
the  very  scum  of  this  people,  and  a  border  town  affords  special 
opportunities  for  such.  But  all  this  shows  the  necessity  for  more 
Gospel  effort,  and  for  the  outpouring  of  the  Spirit  on  the  means 
already  supplied.” 

SCHOOL  WOEK. 

“It  has  also  been  my  habit  to  attend  the  Coloured  School, 
which,  when  times  are  favourable,  numbers  about  150  in  attend¬ 
ance,  and  there  giving  religious  instruction  to  all  Who  can  read  in 
the  Bible.  This  class  has  been  very  successful,  and  has  much 
delighted  the  children.  I  have  always  found  that  coloured 
children  are  very  apt,  both  at  receiving  andi  retaining  religious 
instruction. 

“  We  have  at  present  a  great  amount  of  sickness  ot  many  kinds 
amongst  us,  such  as  small-pox,  scarlet  fever,  &c.,  the  former 
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chiefly  amongst  the  coloured  people.  Some  have  died,  and  others 
are  so  much  afraid,  that  but  little  will  be  done  in  school  matters 
until  it  has  cleared  away.  ” 


II —Diocese  of  Toronto. 

TORONTO. — The  additional  labourer  for  whom  the 
Committee  have  looked  so  long  has  not  yet  entered  on  his 
work.  They  are  glad,  however,  to  say  that  they  have 
good  hope  now  that  this  vacancy  will  be  almost  immedi¬ 
ately  &,  led  up,  the  Corresponding  Committee  at  Toronto 
having  informed  them  that  a  Clergyman  there  is  about  to 
enter  on  the  work.  They  trust,  therefore,  that  they  may 
soon  receive  reports  again  of  the  mission  work  in  this 
city. 


JBARRIE. — The  following  extracts  are  from  the  report 
of  the  Rev,  E.  Morgan,  who  continues  to  labour,  as  in 
former  years,  with  much  discouragement,  and  yet  with 
marks  of  God’s  favour  on  his  work  to  cheer  him  : — 

“  June  30. — A  coloured  man,  whom  I  visited,  gave,  me  a  , 
description  of  his  escape  from  slavery,  at  the  same  time  assuring 
me' that  he  fled,  not  because  of  ill-treatment,  for  his  owner  was, 
on  the  whole,  kind ;  but  he  did  not  know  what  change  might  take 
place  in  Ms  affairs,  and  feared  that  he  and  his  wife  would  be 
separated.  He  told  me  that  he  was  for  three  days  aud  nights 
without  food,  except  a  few  ears  of  Indian  corn,  wMeh  he  obtained 
from  the  fields  at  night.  When  he  was  fairly  beyond  the  reach 
of  his  pursuers,  ha  says,  no  tongue  can  describe  how  thankful  he 
felt  to  G-od,  through  whose  mercy  he  was '  delivered  .  He  also 
Mentioned  that,  in  a  plantation  adjoining  his  master’s,  the  slaves 
Were  very  much  indulged ;  and,  he  added,  he  often  pitied  them 
deeply,  for  their  master  was  an  old  man.  He  had  but  one  son, 
to  Whom  the  property  would  go,  and,  from  the  general  tenor  of 
his  life,  he  had  but  little  hope  that  they  would  enjoy  the  same 
kind  treatment  from  him,  they  had  Received  from  his  father.  This 
man  can  read  a  little,  having,  by  perseverance,  taught  himself, 
with  the  help  of  a.friend  now  and  then,  and  was  much  pleased 
with  some  tracts  and  a  few  religious  periodicals  I  gave  to  him.” 


progress  of  THE  -WORK. 

“I  am  happy  and  thankful L* 

extensive  Mission,  the  work  progress  ,  y  f  ieaxt,  and 

ffij  hkTsi^tend  the  efforts  of  the  Society  is  my  earnest 

toots,  besides  a  Bihle-class  in  each  church  weekly. 

EFFECTS  OF  SLAVERY. 

“  Sent  SO  — During  the  past  quarter  nothing  has  occurred  in 

rss^ssSi 

^-*nr,sS€stae,^,5 

among  them.  There  »  [^’appearallCeyof  then  lots  of  land 
^allowance  must  he  made  for 

’fespssa 

desirable  an  end. 

SOWING  THE  SEED. 

freemen,  and  enjoy  that  hherty  ,  j  have  spoken  in 

people  free.  The  poor  hhnd  old  m  ,  .  f  t  drawing  to 

former  reports  is  nowveiyinand  1 » to 

the  close  of  his  e^UJ2^o  fervent  nr eC  expSsions  of 
converse  with  hun,  ’  *  d  is  he  from  the  world,  and 

a  We  have  had  much  more  than  ordinary  sickness 
neighbourhood,  and  many  sudden  deaths.  Thus  oes  ^h^^^^  ^ 

Spe|k  to  us  in  His  Providence,  arousing  the  careless  ana  un 
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cerned,  and  the  worldly-minded,  to  the  important  truth  that  here 
we  have  no  abiding  city.  The  good  work  progresses  with  us  in  a 
little  measure  ;  would  that  it  did  so  tenfold  more  .  The  harvest 
is  indeed  plenteous,  but  the  labourers  are  few.  Few  seem  willing 
to  engage  in  the  work  of  preaching  the  Gospel.  May  the  Lord 
increase  the  number,  and  stir  up  the  hearts  of  our  youth  to 
devote  themselves  to  the  work  of  the  ministry  !  ” 

REJOICING  IN  THE  FRUIT. 

"March  .31,  1864.—' The  people,  in  the  coloured  settlement  are 
going  on  much  as  usual.  I  can  see  no  marks  of  general  improve¬ 
ment  There  are  some  individual  cases  where  more  than  ordinary 
energy  is  ihown ;  these  are  doing  well,  in  a  temporal  point  of 
view,  and!  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  their  spiritual  condition  is  good  ; 
but  these  eases  are  few.  The  old  man  of  whom  I  have  made 
previous  mention,  as  being  evidently  under  the  influence  of 
Divine  grace  has  gone  to  his  rest.  He  died  rejoicing  in  the 
Lord,  having  suffered  a  good  deal  of  pain,  but  never  murmured, 
and  always  seemed  quite  happy.  Many  of  the  coloured  people 
attended  his  funeral,  and  so  did  a  few  white  persons,  as  he  was 
very  much  respected.  I  preached  from  Luke  u.  29,  30.  truly 
his  end  was  peace  ;  for  though  the  eyes  of  his  body  were  blind, 
the  eyes  of  his  mind  were  opened  to  see  the  wonders  of  redeeming 
love— he  saw  the  Sun  of  Righteousness ;  and  often,  to  those  who 
visited  him,  he  would  give  a  word  of  godly  comfort  and  counsel, 
and,  with  meekness  and  fear,  would  give  the  reason  of  the  hope 
which  sustained  and  cheered  him.  j  , 

“  I  have  at  present  under  my  care  a  case  m  which  the  Lord  has 
been  pleased  to  sanctify  affliction  to  the  salvation  of  the  sufferer 
—a  young  man,  well  educated,  and  who  might  have  been  well  off 
in  this  world’s  goods,  and  anything  but  ignorant  of  the  importance 
of  religion,  but  be  unfortunately  wasted  bis  substance,  like  tbe 
young  prodigal,  and  has  been  in  want.  God  has  thrown  him  on 
a  bed  of  sickness,  with  a  sore  disease,  which  will  soon  terminate 
his  life.  His  sufferings,  at  times  are  most  acute  but  he >  bears 
them  most  patiently,  and  thanks  God  most  heartily  that  He  did 
not  cut  him  down  in  his  sins.  In  speaking  to  him  a  few  nights 
ago,  on  the  subject  of  his  death,  he  said,  I  don  t  fear  death. 
It  is  good  for  me  that  I  was  afflicted.  I  would  not  relinquish  the 
hope  I  now  enjoy  for  the  possession  of  the  world.  Every  such 
instance  of  a  soul  rescued  from  sin’s  vile  slavery  is  a  cause  for 
gratitude.  Would  that  they  were  more  frequent  ! 


The  Committee  feel  sure  that  the  extracts  from  their 
correspondence  given  above  will  have  fully  borne  out 
the  statement  with  which  they  commenced  their  Report— 
that  there  is  every  reason  why  the  work  of  the  Mission 
should  be  sustained,  and,  if  possible,  extended. 

A  6 
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The  cloud  -which  shrouds  the  future  of  America  is  not 
yet  dispersed;  the  -war  still  rages,  and  few  are,  hold 
enough  to  predict  when  or  -what  the  final  settlement  will 
be  ;  still  less  can  it  be  foreseen  what  will  be  the  ultimate 
result  to  the  African  race,  and  specially  to  that  portion  of 
them  now  resident  in  Canada.  One  thing  is  clear,  that 
at  present  all  that  we  hear  urges  us  to  maintain  our 
ground.  Appeals  for  fresh  help  have  been  continually 
received  during  the  past  year,  to  -which  the  Committee 
Would  gladly  have  ,  responded  could  they,  have  felt  that 
their  present  financial  position  justified  them  in  doing  so, 
They  conclude,  therefore',  by  once  more  calling  attention 
to  the  words  of  Mr.  Hughes,  taken  from  one  of  the 
letters  given  above  : — 

«  The  future  rests  with  Him  who  can  bring  good  out 

of  evil,  and  make  even  the  wrath,  of  man  to  praise  Him. 

One  thing,  however;  is  clear,  there  never  was  a  time 
-when  these  down-trodden  people  stood  more  in  need  of 
the  sympathies,  the  prayers,  and  the  active  exertions  of 
their  friends,  than  the  present.” 


J  p.S. — The  following  extracts  from  the  report  of  the 
two  students  of  Huron  College,  mentioned  on  page  ,9; 
though,  strictly  speaking,  received  too  late  for  insertion  in 
the  present  Report,  are  given  in  a  Postscript,  as.it  is  felt 
that  they  will  interest  the  friends  of  the  Society,  showing 
them  the  spirit  in  which  these  fresh  labourers  have  entered 
on  their  work  : — 

“  On  the  1st  of  May  we  were  appointed  by  the  Lord  Bishop  of 
Huron  to  labour  among  the  coloured  people  in  London,  in  con¬ 
nexion  with  the  Colonial  and  Continental  Church  Society. 

'■‘■May  4.— This  afternoon  we  commenced  our  visits  tq  the 
coloured  people  of  London.  Being  almost  strangers,  we  were 
ignorant  of  the  location  of  any  of  their  residences.  After  passing 
through  the  city,  we  fell  in  with  two  females,  and,  after  the  usual 
salutation,  we  remarked  that  we  were  going  to  visit  their  people, 
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and  would  now  -with  pleasure  go  with  them.  They,  however;  mis¬ 
apprehended  .the  ohject-  of  our  visit,;  and,  at  the  same  time,  were 
not  a  little  annoyed  at  our  dress,  the  academic  dress  being  quite  a 
new  thing.  The  younger,  i  the  daughter  of  the  elder,  left  us  as  we 
passed  the  house  in  which  she  was  a  servant,  but  we  went  on 
with  her-mother.  Instead  of  taking  us  to  her  house,  >  she  went 

into  a,  neighbour’s,  When  we  entered,  Mrs.  - - ,  who  was  our 

escort,  introduced;  us  to  the  family:  ‘Here  are  two  gentlemen 
whp  want  to  see  you  ;  I  don’t  know  who  they  are  ;  I  met  them  up 
town.’  We  were  then  invited  to  take  a  seat;  and,  after  a  little 
conversation,  gave  them  some  tracts,  and  then  said,  if  it  would 
not  disturb,  them  too  much,  we  would  like  to  read  some  Scripture, 
and  pray  with  them,  to  which  they  gladly  assented.  It 
was  astonishing,  the  change  that  these  words  made  in  them, 
They  heartily  apologized  for  their  former  indifference,  and 
brought  us  into  their  little  sitting-room,  where  we  read  and 
prayed  with  them,  and  told  them  of  the  love  of  Jesus  to  perish¬ 
ing  sinners,  and  that  He  is  ‘  the  way,  the  t\ nth,  and  the  life.’ 
They  were  very  much  pleased  with  our  visitj«tnd  wished  that  we 
would  soon  return. 

“We  next  visited  Mrs. - ,  who  had  quite  overcome  her  first 

surprise.  She  is  a  fugitive,  and  in  three  days,  after  her  .  .escape 
she  reached  Canada,  aland  of  freedom.  :  We  also  read,  prayed, 
and  left  some  tracts  with  her.  She  has  suffered  much  trouble, 
and.,  the  assistance  we  were  enabled  to  give  her  in  her  spiritual- 
pursuit  seemed  to  be  a  great  consolation. 

“I  may  here  remark  that  we  both  go  together  until  we  become 
acquainted  with,  their  various  ..residences,  and  after  that  we  will 
go  separately  to  visit  them.  * 

“  6th. — Mrs.  S^—  is  a  very  pious  woman,  and  although  about 
sixty  years  of  age,,  yet  within  the  last  few  years  she  has  learned 
to  read,  the  Hew  Testament,  in  order  that  she  might  thereby 
learn  to  know  more  of  the  will  of  her  Divine  Saviour.  She  was 
eight  days  escaping  from  slavery,  lying  in  the  swamps  by  day, 
and  walking  by  night.  The  horrors  of  mind  .which  she  endured 
lest  she  should  be  seized  and  taken  back  to  slavery,  are  more 
easily  imagined  than  described. 

“  Mr.  G - ,  is  an  eminently  devout  and  pious  member  of  the 

Methodist  body.  He  was  a  slave,  and  made  his  escape  in  the 
following  manner.  His  old  master  died,  and  the  young  one, 

with  whom  G - was  a  favourite,  having  become  involved  in 

debt,  was  forced  to  sell  all  his  slaves,  among  whom  was  G - ; 

and,  having  received  the  money,  he  gave  G  --  part  of  his 
price,  and  sent  him  away  two  days  before  he  was  to  be  delivered 
up  to  his  new  master.  By  this  means,  though  with  great  diffi¬ 
culty,  he  succeeded  in  reaching  Canada,  the  land  of  the  free. 

“  13 th. — We  visited  the  House  of  Kefuge.  In  it  there  were 
six  inmates,  women  and  children.  Two  of  the  women  are  very 
aged,  both  earnestly  seeking  spiritual  comfort.  One  of  them  had 
never  tasted  the  sweets  of  the  new  and  spiritual  life ;  the  other 
was  weak  in  faith.  We  read  and  prayed  with  them,  encouraging 
them  to  look,  through  faith,  to  the  accomplished  work  of  our 
blessed  Redeemer.  We  are  happy  to  say  that  upon  our  return, 
in  a  week  afterwards,  we  found  them  much  improved.  With 
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one  her  faith  wag  increased  ;  the  other,  who  before  was  in  dark¬ 
ness,  was  brought,  through  the  blessing  of  God,  to  a  sense  ot  Her 
situation.  She  had  formerly  trusted  too  much  in  her  own  merit3, 
but  was  now  aware  that  there  was  no  way  by  which  she  should 
be  saved  but  through  the  precious  blood  of  Christ. 

“June  9. _ Mr.  - - .  The  parents  were  not  at  home,  lhe 

mother  is  a  Methodist,  and  attends  church  with  her  children,  and 
also  sends  them  to  Sunday-school,  but  the  father  is  a  Roman 
Catholic,  and  attends  no  church,  although  he  frequently  promises 
to  do  so  ;  yet,  when  the  time  comes,  he  refuses.  We  prayed  with 
the  children  that  God  would  change  his  heart  and  reclaim  him 
from  the  error  of  his  ways.  We  encouraged  them  to  pray  for  it 
continually,  and  that  Jesus  would  most  assuredly  hear  them  if 

she  with  her  infant  child  in  her  arms.  Yet  she  met  with  no 
trouble,  as  the  friends  of  freedom  assisted  her  on  her  way  bhe 
was  two  or  three  years  in  Canada  before  she  could  realize  the  fact 
that  she  would  not  be  taken  back  again.  ,  ■  ■ 

“We  have  visited  thirty -seven  coloured  families,  containing 
162  souls.  We  have  frequently  visited  those  families  since  the 
dates  opposite  to  their  names,  knowing  that  as  we  have  freely 
received  so  should  we  also  freely  give.  And  we  hope  and  pray 
that  our  feeble  efforts  among  them  in  behalf  of  ourdear  Redeemer, 
may  be  blest  to  the  salvation  of  their  souls.  Wherever  we  go  to 
visit  we  always  read  and  pray  with  them,  and  pomt  them  to 
Jesus  as  the  only  place  of  refuge  for  the  sinner.  . 

“  On  the  12th  June  I  visited  their  Sunday-school  m  the 
‘Hollow.’  There  were  about  forty  present.  All  were  very- 
cleanly  dressed,  and  seemed  very  attentive ;  mdeed,  their 
attention  might  cause  some  of  our  white  children  to  blush.  The 
teachers  gave  me  a  hearty  welcome,  and  invited  me  to  encourage 

the  children,  which  also  I  was  very  happy  to  do. 

“  We  visit  the  House  of  Refuge  every  Friday ;  and  we  read  and 
pray  with  them  on  every  visit.  They  all  seem  very  anxious  to 
know  the  way  of  salvation,  and  we  hope  and  trust  that,  through 
the  blessing  of  our  heavenly  Father  upon  our  feeble  efforts,  and 
by  the  regenerating  influence  of  His  Holy  Spirit,  they  may  all  be 
brought  into  the  fold  of  Jesus,  and  know  the  love  of  God  which 
passeth  knowledge.” 
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ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTIONS,  DONATIONS,  ETC., 


WHICH  APPEAR  i: 


E  SUBSEQUENT  L 
PRECEDING  Y! 


London,  the  Lord  Bishop  of. .  1 

LlandafF,  the  Lord  Bishop  of  ...  1 

Cashel,  the  Lord  Bishop  of .  2 

Armagh,  the  Lord  Archbishop 

of  (dons.)  .  e 

Goulburn,  the  Bishop  of,  and 


le  Bishop  of  (don.) 

Argyle,  the  Duke  of  (don.)  . 

Argyle,  the  Duchess  of  . 

Amherst,  Dowager  Lady  (don.) 

Arbuthnot,  Hon.  Mrs . 

Alcock,  W.  N.,  Esq.,  and  Mrs. 

Allen,  Rev.  H . 

Anonymous,  thankoffering  for 
an  honourable  peace  with 
America,  per  Miss  Marston... 
Armitage,  Rev.  F . . . 


riol,  Rei 
Bandon,  D<  w 
Barrington,  Lady 
Smith,  Mi - 5 


Smith, and  friends 


Brooke,  Sir  W.  dc  Capel,  Bart. 


Burgess,  Rev.  R.  (don.)  . 
Burns,  G.,  Esq.,  and  Mrs. . 
Bury,  Rev.  C.,  and  Mrs.  . 
Buttemer,  Rev.  A.,  and  M 
Campbell,  Lady  (don.)  .... 
Campbell,  Mrs.,  per  Miss 


Ditto,  for  purchase  of  clothing  1 2 
Cholmondelev,  Marchioness  of  S 

Carbon  ell,  W.  C.,  Esq .  1 

Carthew,  P.,  Esq .  i 

Clark,  Rev.  A.  (don.). .  S 

Clay,  Rev.  E.,  and  Mrs.  . .  2 

Clay,  Miss .  1 

Clayton,  Rev.  C . ..... .  1 


Buxton,  Dowager  Lady  (dons.; 

Buxton,  the  Dowager  Lady . 

Buxton,  Mrs.  Fowell  (don.) . . 

Barker,  Miss  Raymond . 

Bathurst,  Rev.  W.  II.  (don) . 

Battersby,  Rev.  T.  D.  H . 

Battine,  Mrs.,  per  Miss  Clay  ... 

Baynes,  Captain  (don.) . 

Beamish,  Lieutenant-Colonel ... 
Benson,  Mrs.  R . 

Bevan,  R.  C.  L.,  Esq . 

Bingham,  Colonel  . 

Blackden,  Mrs . 


Brassey,  Mrs . 

Breay,  Mrs.  (don 

Bridges,  J.,  Esq. , 
Brock,  Rev.  O.  . 
Brook,  Rev.  J.... 
Brook,  C.,  Esq.  . 


Consterdine,  J.,  Esq., 


Mrs. ... 


Courthope,’  ft 
Courthope,  M 


Dalton,  Rev.  S.  N. 


e  Quetteville,  Rev.  W.  .. 


Exeter,  the  Marchioness  of.. 
Edwards,  Rev.  W.  J.  (don.) 

Edwards,  L.  F.,  Esq . 

Erskine,  Miss  C.,  sale  of  w 
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May,  Geo.,  Esq,....  0 
May,  John,  Esq....  0 
Netherclift,  Mi.  ...  0 
Smith,  C.W.,  Esq.  1 


:  ILe^Mare,.  E.  .R., 


Charles,  Emma  ...  0 

Clarke,  Miss  .  0 

Consterdine,  Mrs.  0 
Consterdinc, Misses  0 


Sharp,  Mrs . 

Smith,  E.,  Esq.  ., 
Smith,  J.,  Esq.  .. 


Receiver. 

Mrs.  Joseph  Consterdine, 
By  Mrs.  J^Consterdine, 

Ashton,  Mrs . 0  5 

Ball,  Mrs. .  0  5 

Barnes,  — ,  Esq....  0  10 

Benson,  Mrs .  0  2 


Crewd'sot 


Clarke,  Mrs.  J.  H. 
Clarke,  Mrs.D.  A. 
Collie,  Mrs.  (don.) 


By  Mrs.  W.  M'Kay, 
Collector. 
Burton,  E.,  Esq., 


Esq.,’ and' Mrs.!.  0  U 
1‘Kay,  W.,  Esq...  1  < 
I ‘Kay,  Mrs.  W. 


(Stimierlanlf. 

Keswick. 

By  Miss  Langton,  Collect 


29 


31 


Jijertfortsfjtrc.  “fej;; 


Miss  Williams. 

By  Miss  Williams,  ~ 
Collector. 

Beresford,  Mrs.  ...  0  10  0 

Burt,  Miss  .  0  5  C 

Charrington,  Miss  0  10  fl 
Christmas,  Mrs. ...  0  5  C 
Courthope,  Miss  ...  0  10  C 

Dawes,  Miss  .  0  5  t 

Edwards,  Mrs .  0  2  ( 

Gurdon,  Mrs .  0  2  < 

Haygarth,  Miss  0  4  ( 

Meade,  Lady  Maria  0  10  ( 

Tatton,  Miss  .  0  4  G 

~  ithman,  Mrs....  0  " 

liams,  Miss  ...  0 


Mrs.  Page. 

By  Miss  Cooper,  Collector . 
Ctiippindal],Misser  "  *  ' 


Miss  K.  E.  ' 

By  Mrs.  Gould, 

Gould, eMrs'.?I’... 
Loyd,  Miss  , 
Richardson, 
Roylance,  M 
Spencer,  Mr 

Warburton,  - 

Wood,  R.,  Esq.  ...  1 
Woolliscroft,  Mrs.  0 
Wright, Mrs.  (don.)  0 


Callendt  . 
Hulton,  Mr 
Kipping,  M: 


34 


35 


36 


S“ton’  ,Sy"^abett’ 


::°o  f  S 


-UKii 

l  ;tS3 


m 


tX$£$2>U  S 


I! 


^  2  5  2 ' 

iey,  T.  WM 

§spi 

zBs&ki : : 


His 


®E: 

MrsS§^ 


iggnr 


£!: 


£:l 


sSs* *•!■*; 

tanVeV.to"::::  °»  t  2 
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«sarsfc 


iii: 


m\ 

f7C0H«5- 

z\ I : 

■ . 'm 

iipTi 

By«forCT' 
'&»S  l  I 


Birr.^±* 

ByMrs.C.Mi, 


in 
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Mission-box,  per 
Misses  Edgar  ...2  10 
Philpots,  Mrs.......  0  2 

Spilling,  W.,  Esq.  0  2 

Spilling,  Mrs.  . .  0  2 

Stone,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  0  2 
Thorpe,  Mr.  G.  A.  0  2 
Waddilow,  J.,  Esq.  0  2 
Wheelwright,  J., 


By  Miss  Rashleigh, 
Collector. 

Deacon,  J.,  Esq...  0  5 
Deacon,  Mrs.  J.  ..  0  5 
Rashleigh,  J.,  Esq.  0  5 
Rashleigh,  Miss  C.  0  2 
Reid,  Mrs.  and 

Stuart,  . Mrs*. 

Stuart,  C.  E.,  Esq.  0  t 
Stuart,  Mrs.  W., 

Small’ sums' *.’*’.’.*.  0  1] 

By  Miss  Wilson,  Collet 
Metcalf,  Mrs . ‘0  - 


Lutwidge,  M 


Thomas,  Mrs. . .  0 

"aleof Work  .  0  ] 

By  Miss  Whistler, 
Collector. 

Lmoore^rs.  ‘.I!!’.!  0 

tarry,  Miss .  0 

latley,  Misses .  0 

teevor,  Mrs.  ......  0 

Jishop,  A.  C.,  Esq.  0 

Bishop,  Mrs . 0 

ri;~hbpy  Miss  F. ...  0 
—  3ds,  Mrs.  T.  J.  0 
Butchers,  Mrs.  M.  0 

Coghlan,  Miss .  0 

Coward,  Miss  E....  0  g 
Gregory,  Miss......  0 

Hayles,  Miss  .  0 

Hiliyer,  Mrs . .  0 

Jackson,  Miss .  0 

Lake,  Mrs .  0 

Lawson,  Miss .  0 

Ord.Mr.andMrs.G.  0 
Ricketts,  Miss  ...  0 
Robertson,  M#s...  0 

Sayer,  Miss .  0 

Spencer,  Mr . 0 

Stevens, the  Misses  0 

Tayler,  Mrs . 0 

Thatcher,  Mrs.  ...  0 

Thrupp,  Miss .  0 

Waldegrave,  the 
Lady  Elizabeth..  0 
Waldegrave,  the 
Lady  Mary  ......  0 

Wall,  Mrs.  . 0 

Watts,  Miss .  0 

Whistler,  the 

Misses  .  0 

Wrightson,  Miss...  0 
Wrightson,  MissE.  0 


By  Miss  Faulconer, 


SCOTLAND. 

Bumtviea&fjm. 


•assaat.  •  • 


SsSi  i  S 


43 


I 


ttnntfanJjjrrji. 

Londonderry. 
By  Miss  K.  Bond,  Cotteo 
Coppin,  Mrs.. .. ..  0  1 


Ktrscomnufit. 


By.  Miss  M.  Hackett, 
Collector. 

Contribution  ....  0  5  0 
Haokett,  Mrs.G.H.  0  2  0 
Hackett,  Miss....  0  1  0 
Hackett,  Miss  M..  0  3  0 


ABSTRACT  OF  ACCOUNT  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  MARCH  3] 


(Signed) 


T.  R.  ANDREWS. 


RECEIVED  SINCE  THE  ACCOUNTS  WERE  CLOSED. 

ostin,  Mrs .  0  10  0  Foulness 

ixter.  R..  Eso....  too 

?  Dalton,  Rey.  S.  N. 


k,  Rev.  O.  . 


Per  Miss  Orrick. 


